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TO  THE 

SHILDON  AND  EAST  THICKLEY 
URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Gentlemen , 

I  beg  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  for  the 
Year  1904. 


POPULATION. 

I  estimate  the  population  at  mid-year  in  1904 
at  12,587. 

The  number  of  houses  occupied  in  the  district 
at  mid-year  was  2,867,  which  yields  an  average  of 
T39  persons  for  each  house. 

BIRTH  RATE. 

459  Births  were  registered  in  the  district 
during  the  year  (222  males  and  237  females) 
against  479  in  1903,  and  this  represents  a  birth¬ 
rate  of  36*4  per  1000  of  population,  against  38*8 
in  1903. 
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DEATH  RATE. 

236  deaths  were  registered  in  the  district ,  and 
to  these  are  to  be  added  14,  of  persons  belonging 
to,  but  who  died  in  Public  Institutions  outside  the 
district ,  bringing  up  the  total  to  250. 

Phis  represents  a  death-rate  of  1 9 * S  per  1000 
of  population. 

Of  these  126  were  Males  and  124  Females, 
The  deaths  under  the  age  of  1  year  amounted  to 
92,  equal  to  a  rate  of  7‘3  per  1000  of  population, 
and  of  200  per  1000  births  registered. 

The  deaths  from  the  seven  principal  Zymotic 
diseases  numbered  28,  equal  to  a  rate  of  2'2  per 
1000  of  population,  against  2'6  in  1903. 

Phthisis  caused  15  deaths,  equal  tc  a  rate  of 
1*19  per  1000  of  population. 

The  deaths  from  Bronchitis,  Pneumonia  and 
Pleurisy  numbered  40,  equal  to  a  rate  of  3'1  per 
1000  of  population. 


5 


Heart  Diseases  caused  22  deaths,  equal  to  a 
rate  of  1*7  per  1000  of  population. 

7  deaths  resulted  from  injuries  accidentally 
received,  and  1  from  Suicide  in  Sedgefield  Asylum. 

The  deaths  occurring  in  Public  Institutions  in 
the  County  amongst  persons  who  previously 
resided  in  this  District,  were  as  follows  : — 

In  the  Union  Workhouse,  Bp.  Auckland  2 

,,  ,,  Isolation  Hospital,  Tindale  Crescent  7 

,,  ,,  County  Lunatic  Asylum,  Sedgefield  3 

,,  ,,  Union  Workhouse,  Darlington  1 

,,  „  Sherburn  Hospital  ...  ...  1 

14 


Of  these  7  were  males  and  7  females. 
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The  following  Tables  give  : — 

1. — The  Vital  Statistics  for  this  District,  the 
County  of  Durham,  and  the  whole  of  England 
and  Wales. 


Per  1000  of  Population. 

Per  1000 
Births. 

This  District 
Administrative  \ 
County  of  Durham  / 
England  &  Wales 

Birth 

rate. 

Death 
rate 
from  all 
causes. 

Zymotic 
Death  Rate 

Infantile  Mor¬ 
tality  rate. 

36-4 

35-6 

27-9 

19-8 

17-7 

16-2 

2-2 

2-59 

1-94 

200 

1G2 

146 

N.B.— The  administrative  County  does  not 
include  the  County  Boroughs  of  Gateshead,  South 
Shields,  Sunderland  and  West  Hartlepool. 

From  this  it  will  be\ observed  that  our  Birth 
Rate,  General  Death  Rate,  and  Infantile  Mortality 
Rate  are  all  higher  than  those  of  the  County,  and 
England  and  Wales,  but  that  the  Zymotic  Death 
Rate  is  less  than  that  of  the  County,  but  higher 
than  that  of  England  and  Wales. 


The  general  Mortality  at  ages  specified  in 

1904. 


At  all 

Under 

BETWEEN 

ages. 

1  year 

1  &  5 

5  &  15 

15  &  25 

25  &  65 

6-j  &  70 

70  &  80 

80  &  90 

250 

1 

1  eq 

]  C5 

25 

9 

12 

72 

9 

23 

8 
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3.-  -Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  in  1904. 


Diphthe¬ 

ria. 

Mem¬ 

branous 

Croup 

Erysip¬ 

elas 

Scarlet 

Fever 

Enteric 

Fever 

Puerpe¬ 

ral 

Fever 

January  ... 

11 

1 

15 

2 

February.. 

8 

— 

2 

6 

1 

— 

March 

9 

— ■ 

— 

5 

— 

— 

April 

8 

— 

2 

12 

3 

1 

May 

3 

1 

— 

8 

2 

— 

June 

2 

— 

1 

5 

4 

— 

July 

4 

— » 

— 

4 

1 

— 

August  ... 

— 

— 

« — « 

9 

2 

1 

September 

4 

— , 

1 

9 

19 

— 

October  ... 

3 

_ 

1 

6 

7 

— — 

November 

5 

- - - 

2 

10 

2 

— 

December 

1 

— — 

— — 

5 

2 

- — 

Totals 

58 

1 

10 

94 

45 

2 

4. — Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  in 


1904 

1903 

1902 

1901 

1900 

1899 

1898 

1897 

1896 

1895 

Scarlatina 

94 

105 

98 

88 

88 

27 

14 

20 

74 

14 

Diphtheria  ) 

and  Croup  } 

59 

143 

33 

3 

4 

6 

4 

— 

3 

3 

Enteric  Fever 

45 

16 

15 

39 

18 

44 

36 

34 

17 

39 

Puerperal  Fever 

2 

1 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Erysipelas 

10 

13 

13 

11 

9 

8 

13 

14 

11 

12 

|  Totals 

210 

278 

159 

141 

119 

87 

67 

68 

105 

69 

Population,  Birth  Rate,  Death  Hate,  See.,  for  . 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

SMALL  POX. 

No  case  reported. 

SCARLET  FEVER. 

94  cases  were  notified  as  compared  with  105 
in  1903.  The  majority  of  the  cases  were  of 
mild  type  and  only  3  terminated  fatally.  41  cases 
were  removed  to  the  Hospital  at  Tin  dale  Crescent 
and  1  died  there. 


DIPHTHERIA  &  MEMBRANOUS  CROUP. 

There  where  59  cases  notified  as  compared 
with  143  in  1903.  6  terminated  fatally.  Of  this 

number  28  were  admitted  to  the  Isolation 
Hospital,  and  3  died  there. 

The  cases  were  fairly  well  distributed  over 
every  part  of  the  district. 


1  hrect  infection,  both  at  home  and  in  school 
appeared  to  be  the  most  common  cause  of  the 
spread  of  the  disease.  The  Head  Teachers  were 
requested  to  exclude  all  children  suffering  from 
Sore  Throat. 
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Iii  some  of  tlie  Infected  Houses  we  found 
stuffy,  ill-ventilated  rooms,  and  wliat  is  very 
usual  in  all  our  inspections,  great  disinclination 
on  the  part  of  the  occupants  to  open  the  windows. 
In  some  cases  the  environments  were  insanitary, 

*y  ' 

in  consequence  of  accumulations  of  filth.  In  some 
there  was  dampness  of  walls  and  floors. 


ENTERIC  FEVER. 

There  were  45  cases  notified  during  the  year 
as  compared  with  16  in  1908. 

6  cases  had  a  fatal  termination. 

24  casps  were  admitted  to  the  Isolation 
Hospital,  and  8  died  there. 

It  was  somewhat  significant  that  19  cases 
were  notified  in  September,  soon  after  the  hold¬ 
ing  of  the  Annual  Flower  Show,  where  Mussels 
and  Oysters,  Ice  Creams,  vile  drinks  of  various 
colours,  and  other  abominations,  are  freely 
indulged  in. 

There  was  no  reason  to  suspect  Milk,  or 
Water  Supply. 

MEASLES. 

This  disease  was  not  much  in  evidence 
during  the  year,  and  no  fatal  case  was  recorded. 
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DIARRHCEA  AND  DYSENTERY. 


Of  the  8  deaths  from  Diarrhoea,  6  were  in 
Children  under  the  age  of  1  year. 

o  t J 

Unhealthy  surroundings,  improper  feeding, 
negligence  and  parental  ignorance,  were  chiefly 
responsible. 


WHOOPING  COUGH. 


A  number  of  cases  of  this  disease  was  met 
with,  and  5  died  mainly  from  complications. 


SANITATION. 


With  regard  to  Epidemic  diseases  generally 
1  can  only  repeat  what  I  have  said  on  former 
occasions,  that  these  are  largely  spread  by  the 
almost  total  disregard,  on  the  part  of  parents,  of 
the  most  ordinary  measures  of  precaution  and 
isolation. 

In  numerous  instances  I  have  found  women, 
from  neighbouring  houses,  with  children  in  their 
arms,  by  the  bedside  of  a  child  suffering’  from 

'  J  *  O 

Scarlatina,  or  Diphtheria. 

On  the  other  hand,  where  advice  has  been 
followed,  and  such  isolation  and  care  as  was 


13 


possible  in  a  Working  Man’s  dwelling,  had  been 
intelligently  carried  out,  in  very  many  cases  the 
disease  was  at  once  arrested. 

All  notified  cases  have  been  investigated  by 
the  Inspector,  and  I  also  have  paid  visits  to 
infected  houses,  and  their  environments,  whenever 
it  was  thought  necessary. 

O  %J 

Verbal  and  printed  instructions  were  given, 
disinfectants  supplied,  and  on  the  termination 
of  the  illness  the  premises,  &c.  were  disinfected. 

Any  insanitary  conditions  discovered  were 
rectified. 

There  can  be  no  doubt,  however,  that  early 
and  thorough  Isolation,  together  with  complete 
disinfection,  are  the  most  effective  measures  for 
stamping  out  infectious  disease. 

During  the  year  93  cases  were  sent  to  the 

O  t/ 

Isolation  Hospital. 

As  in  former  years  I  have  made  many 
inspections  of  the  District,  alone  and  accompanied 
by  Mr.  Heslop  the  Inspector,  and  Dr.  Hill,  the 
M.O.H.  for  the  County  has  also  visited  some 
localities  with  me,  and  to  him  I  am  indebted 
for  advice,  both  personally  and  by  letter. 

Much  good  Sanitary  work  has  been  carried 
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out.  Many  Midden  Privies  have  been  re-placed 
by  Ash  Closets,  and  several  Water  Closets  have 
been  provided. 

The  Old  Sewer  in  Quarry  Street,  which 
was  formed  of  Segment  tiles,  and  in  a  filthy 
condition,  has  been  taken  out  and  a  new  sanitary 
pipe  sewer,  with  manholes,  Ac.,  put  in. 

In  Simpson’s  Buildings  the  Sewer  was 
continually  becoming  blocked,  and  on  examination 
it  was  found  there  was  not  enough  fall,  and 
that  it  was  badly  laid.  It  has  been  entirely 
re-laid  and  the  gradient  increased,  and  it  is  now 
doing  its  work  satisfactorily. 

CO  nJ 

/ 

The  houses  in  North  Terrace  have  now  been 
completed.  The  re-modelling,  raising,  and 
improving  generally  are  very  satisfactory. 


Two  houses  in  Hudson  Street  have  been 
dealt  with  in  much  the  same  wav  with  great 

*j  Co 

advantage. 

Great  improvements  have  also  been  effected 
by  the  making  of  Barraclough  Street,  Lambton 
Street,  and  East  Parade,  as  well  as  by  the  making 
of  the  following  Back  Streets,  viz  :  Back  John 
Street,  Back  Adamson  Street,  Back  Bouch  Street, 
Back  All  Saints’  Road,  and  Back  Kimberley  Street, 
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SEWAGE  DISPOSAL  WORKS. 

The  sewage  farm  fora  long  time  lias  got  been 
efficiently  doing  the  work  for  which  ik^vas  laid 
out,  and  complaints  were  so  frequent  that  your 
Council  was  threatened  with  an  action  at  law. 

The  land,  which  from  the  first  was  ill-adapted 
for  irrigation  and  filtration  purposes,  became 
“  sewage-sick  with  the  consequence  that  the 
effluent  was  unsatisfactory,  and  still  charged 
with  sewage  matter. 

After  visiting  and  examining  the  methods  for 
sewage  disposal  at  Sutton,  South  Moor,  and  York, 
your  Council  decided,  at  great  cost,  to  eiflect  entire¬ 
ly  new  works  on  the  Bacteriological  principle. 

Plans  were  prepared  by  your  Surveyor  which 
in  due  course,  were  approved  by  the  L.G.B. 

They  provided  for  an  Inlet  Sewer,  two  detritus 
chambers,  two  open  septic  tanks  and  a 
chamber. 

The  Sewage  passes  through  the  tanks  on 
two  circular  continuous  percolating  filters,  each 
93  feet  in  diameter,  and  6  feet  6  inches 
deep,  and  is  distributed  by  means  of  revolving 
automatic  sprinklers. 

The  tanks  are  capable  of  dealing  with  three 
times  the  normal  flow  of  sewage. 

A  storm-water  filter,  composed  of  clinker 
3  feet  deep,  has  also  been  provided,  to  deal  with 
sewage  over  and  above  that  quantity. 
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I  am  happy  to  say  that  the  works  have  now 
been  completed  and  are  acting  very  efficiently,  as 
has  been  proved  by  the  analysis  of  the  effluent  by 
the  County  Analyst,  and  your  ( Council  and  the 
Surveyor  are  alike  to  be  congratulated  on  possess¬ 
ing  a  thoroughly  up-to-date  system  for  the  disposal 
of  sewage,  of  which  you  may  be  justly  proud. 


Very  great  credit  is  due  to  your  Surveyor  for 
carrying  out  the  whole  scheme  in  such  an  energetic 
and  satisfactory  manner. 


Refuse  Destructor  and  Electric  Lighting. 

A  Refuse  Destructor  and  Electric  Lighting 

O  O 

Station  are  now  in  course  of  construction  and 
are  expected  to  be  brought  into  operation  in 
May  next. 

The  Destructor  is  being  supplied  by  Messrs. 
Heenen  &  Froude. 

It  has  Four  Cells  and  will  be  capable  of 
destroying  50  tons  of  refuse  daily. 

Up  to  this  date  this  refuse  has  been  deposited 
at  various  “  Tips  11  in  the  immediate  neighbourhood 
and  to  have  so  much  excrementitious  and  other 
objectionable  matter  decaying  vegetables,  &c.- 
totally  destroyed  by  fire  must  necessarily  be  very 
advantageous,  and  is  well  calculated  to  materially 
benefit  the  health  of  the  Inhabitants. 
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FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS. 

These  have  been  inspected  and  the  Rules  and 

Regulations  are  apparently  all  being  carried  out. 

No  insanitary  conditions  were  discovered.  The 

*/ 

printed  forms  have  been  filled  in  and  will  be 
forwarded  as  required. 

SCAVENGING. 

This  on  the  whole  lias  been  done  satisfactorily 

•/ 

and  few  complaints  have f been  received. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

This  supply  is  from  the  Weardale  and  Consett 
Water  Company,  which  has  its  gathering  ground 
on  the  Weardale  Fells.  It  is  excellent  as  regards 
quality,  and  in  quantity  abundant. 
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RECOMMENDATIONS. 

1.  — To  continue  tile  demolition  of  Privy 
Middens. 

2.  — To  continue  the  Cementing  or  Asphalting 
of  open  spaces  and  back  yards. 

3.  — To  insist  on  the  raising  of  new  houses 
well  above  the  street  level,  and  to  enforce 
bye-law,  re  concreting  of  sites. 

4.  — To  continue  the  making  of  Streets, 
many  of  which  require  immediate  attention. 

5.  — To  appoint  a  Woman-Inspector  for  the 

District. 

6.  — To  request  the  County  Council,  now  they 
have  got  the  control  of  Schools,  to  issue  an 
Order— 

1. — That  every  School-room  and  class-room 
be  fumigated  with  Formalin  once  a  fortnight. 

2.  — That  all  School-room  floors  be  thoroughly 
scrubbed  with  hot  water  and  carbolic  soaj),  at 
least  once  a  month. 

3. — That  the  Out-Oflices  be  under  the 
supervision  of  the  Head  Master,  who  shall  be 
held  responsible  for  their  sanitary  condition,  and 
to  see  that  disinfectants  are  used  everv  day. 
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Summary  of  Work  done  in  Sanitary 
Inspector’s  Department  in  1904. 


Public  Health  Acts. 

Notices  served  in  consequence  of — 

Foul  conditions  in  Dwelling  Houses 

Structural  Defects 

Ashpits  and  Privies 

Deposits' of  Refuse  and  Manure 

Defective  Yard  Paving 

Defective  Traps 

Hot  ise  Drainage,  other  faults 

Pigsties 

Smoke  Nuisance 
Other  Nuisances  ... 

Water,  Food,  and  Drugs. 

Seizure  of  Unwholesome  Food 


5 

14 

70 

8 

55 

9 

49 

1 

1 

2 


Precautions  against  Infectious  Disease. 


Lots  of  Infectious  Bedding  stoved  or 

destroyed 

Houses  disinfected  after  Infectious 

Disease 

Prosecution  for  Exposure  of  Infected 

Person 


Conviction  for  do. 


470 
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I  have  duly  filled  in,  and  will  forward, 
Statistical  Forms,  to  tile  Home  Office,  tire  Local 
Government  Board,  the  County  Council,  &c. 


I  remain,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant. 
S.  FIELDEN, 


M.O.H. 


